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Freight corridors are multi-state, multi-

modal economic networks. 

Contents 
o MAFC states are freight 

states 
o Importance of freight 

and  infrastructure in 
the MAFC region 

o Is the Region prepared? 
o State Initiatives to 

increase capacity  
o Resources 

MAFC Regional Freight Study: 

http://midamericafreight.org/rfs/network-

inventory/  

 



22% of population 

23% of truck tonnage 

63% of rail tonnage 

Great Lakes and 

Mississippi River marine 

systems 

System extent 

Freight Innovation  

• Freight Planning  

• Freight Advisory 
Committees 

• Identifying Significant 
corridors 

• Multimodal 

A Freight-centric Region 



Businesses Employees 

MAFC Region 2,606,162 32,458,110 

Corridor 920,809 13,637,546  

Percentage 35% 42% 

Corridor 

Combined MSA GDP 

(millions) 
I-94 $1,023,926  

I-80 $768,315  

I-90 $689,712  

I-65 $652,225  

I-55 $621,375  

Why is freight so important 

to the MAFC region?  

Conexus Indiana – Indiana logistics jobs 
pay on average 15% more than the 

average comparable job.  

State STIP ROI - $3-4/$1 invested over 
20 years.  



Infrastructure condition 

Capacity 

Congestion 

Bridges 

Intermodal 
 



Modal Distribution of Freight in the MAFC 



How are States preparing for Energy and all Freight? 

 Marine highways 

 Freight institutionalization 

 Awareness of link to the economy 

 Significant corridors at state, regional and national levels 



Summary of Highway Freight and Energy 

Considerations 
 

 Major freight players  

 Freight Innovators  

 Road and Rail systems at capacity 

 Marine capacity available 

 Limited funding  

 A need for focused funding, a multimodal approach that 
considers connections, and the economic linkages 



Mid-America Freight Coalition 
• Resources  
• Freight Corridors 

• http://midamericafreight.org/rfs/netwo

rk-inventory/corridors/profiles/   

 

• Corridor Performance  

• http://midamericafreight.org/2014/07/

mafc-bps-fpm/   

 

• MAFC Marine Highways 

• http://midamericafreight.org/wp-

content/uploads/MAFC_AM_2014_M

Hs.pdf  

 

      MAFC 

      http://midamericafreight.org/  
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Thank you! 

Contact:  Mid-America Freight Coalition 

     Ernie Perry, PhD 

     University of Wisconsin – Madison  

     ebperry@wisc.edu 


